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I came to Yienna the 10th of April, 1631, intend-
ing to have gone from thence down the Danube
into Hungary, and by means of a pass which I had
obtained from the English ambassador at Constan-
tinople, I designed to have seen all the great towns
on the Danube, which were then in the hands of
the Turks, and which I had read much of in the
history of the war between the Turks and the Ger-
mans ; but I was diverted from my design by the
following occasion.
There had been a long bloody war in the empire
of Germany for twelve years, between the emperor,
the duke of Bavaria, the king of Spain, and the
popish princes and electors on the one side, and the
protestant princes on the other; and both sides
having been exhausted by the war, and even the
catholics themselves beginning to dislike the grow-
ing power of the house of Austria, 'twas thought all
the parties were willing to make peace.
Nay, things were brought to that pass that some
of the popish princes and electors began to talk of
making alliances with the king of Sweden.
Here it is necessary to observe, that the two
dukes of Mecklenburgh having been dispossessed of
most of their dominions by the tyranny of the em-
peror Ferdinand, and being in danger of losing the
rest, earnestly solicited the king of Sweden to come
to their assistance; and that prince, as he was re-
lated to the house of Mecklenburgh, and especially
as he was willing to lay hold of any opportunity to
break with the emperor, against whom he had laid
up an implacable prejudice, was very ready and
forward to come to their assistance.
The reasons of his quarrel with the emperor
were grounded upon the imperialists concerning
themselves in the war of Poland, where the empe-
ror had sent eight thousand foot and two thousand

